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' To their Moſt TI Majeſties 
WILLIAMad MART 
Our moſt Gracious King and Queen. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſties; 


Heſe Papers are not proſtrate at your Royal Feet for 
Patrociny ; they beg nothing of your Majeſties, but 

Pardon and Acceptance : They need no Shelter ; the 

Winds never hurt ſuch Shrubs as theſe : but if they 

need zt, they deſerve none. This Addreſs therefore is pure- 
ly. the Reſult of a certain raptwrow Exceſs of Joy and. 
Gratitude, for that late wonderful Deliverance of this 
Church and Nation, which it has pleas'd Almighty God to 
give us by your Sacred Majeſties nnparalle'd Vertue and Con- 
dutF. Such elevated Aﬀettions will be offering ſomething, 
even tho they have nothing fit to offer. T only ſay, that my 
Deſign zs good; which is to make it evident to your Maje- 


fries, and to all the World, in my way (that is, by Scripture- 


Prophecy) what a Heavenly Church,even in the Eſteem of God 
himſelf, your Majeſties have ſav'd from Ruin. May your Reign 
be made as glorious and as proſperous in protetting it. And 
let it not be imputed to me as a Crime, if in my Zgal for my 
Holy Moths, 1 aſſume the Freedom for this once, to declare 
fo your Majeſties what I ſeem to have lears'd from the Word 
of God, That in covering the eftabliſÞ'd Church, your Reign 
will be truly glorious and proſperous. 

| Tour Majeſties may alſo have the ſatisfaition here es 
how highly God has own'd your Royal Proteſtant-Predece ne 

2 addy 


___ 


7 (he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and Progenitors. And as my Method leads me to it, I doubt 
zot but, by God's Aſſiſtance, to ſhew as great Things of your 
Majeſties, when oxce I have prepar d'the way for it. © In the 
mean time the whole World us Witneſs, that Tou are the 
choſen Servants of Jeſus Chriſt. Choſen, I mean, not by 
Man, but by God only, For how can that Ai of Man be 
call'd. 8s Choice, that was {0 apparently over-rul'd_by an Al- 
mighty Hand, juſtified by ſo unqueſtionable a Right, extorted 
by ſo irrefiftible a Merit ? ;p 123 
T conclude with my hearty Prayers for the beſt of Princes 
7 in the beſt of words, which are thoſe of our Common-Prayer. 
co Thus our +» Books ( ſo We call them, but God talls them * Golderi Vi- 
Books arecalled, als full of Odors, which are the Prayers of the Saints) 
Kev. v.%. That the King of kings, and Low of lows, the ghly 
Ruler of Pzinces, would fo repleniſh You wich the Oe 
of his Po Spirit, that You niay always iricline to'his 
Cain, anv walk in his way : Envue You plenteouſly. with 
Heavenly Gifts, grant You in Health and Wealth long. 
eo live ; ſirengthen You that You may vanquiſh\and over-' 
come all Pour Enemtes';.and finally after thts Life, 
grant that You may attain Everlaſting Joy and Felfcty, 
though Jeſus Chiiſt our Low,” Amen. 


Tour Mejeſties moſt Obedient Subjett, . 
| and Servant in the Lord, 


0 1o11t WAb GARKETE 
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An ESSAY: upon the Fourth and Fifth (hapters of 
the Revelation, ſhewing from the principal Charafters 
of the Viſton, that the Church of Ex GLAND B. 
L. BE. is particularly deſcribed therein. 


; 16 T1; er YRretſ) 
Y Deſign at prefent'is not to.givean Explication of this 
Viſion, x&T% md (as they call it) but only-to- re 
the main Strokes of it. And: becauſe I intend to 
be very ſhort, I ball. forbear all; prefacing; and-contens 
my {elf with only minding the Reader, That in.a late Books entiledy 
A Reſolution of three Queſtions, &c, 1 have'oleatly prov?d Clovougha 
I find to the contrary, ) 1. That the fourth and» fifth Chapters of 3 
Revelation, are propery a Prophecy of things to-come to paſs after 
St, John's receiving the ſion of them... 2. That by Opening the 
ſealed | Book,y Rev, v. 44' meant, or prefigur'd the Explaining, of -it. 
3- That by the Throne in; bath thoſe Chapters.15 meant: a Throne of 
God on Earth, and not his Throne in the: higheſt Heaven, From thee 
* Principles, which I take to be evidently and demonſtrably certain, ( for 
which I refer my ſelf to the afore-ſaid Book, I now come to give 
ſome general Account;of the meaning of the Viſion. | 
And fince'it.appears, that the'faid Chapters are-a continued ordex- * 
ly Relation of "Things ſeen by: St,Fphn,-as Types of Things to come 
to paſs after, and which were not in being at the time of his recei- 
ving the Viſion : if in looking forward from that time, we could but 
pitch upon any one remarkable Paſſage in the Viſion, and apply it 
certainly to its proper Event,; we ſhould be in a very fais way, of ex 
pounding the whole Prophecy, {0 far as it is: fultilled.3 it. bewg.ng 
very hard matter for thole that have any skill in the, Prophetic Ste, 
to apply. Prophecy to Hiſtory, when they know whereabouts to ſeck 
for it. -- Now, -if I be not very much miſtaken, the ſecond; Verie of 
Rev. v, is of that Nature 3 I mean, ſuch as may certainly and irre- 
fragably be applied co its proper -Evyent;; Here therefore we, mull 
tix-our Engine, ( to wits upon theiPoint:of Time referr'd to inyghat 
Paſſage) it e'te we hope tomove _ dark Prophetic: Woxld: ( which 
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tike the Natural one, confiſts of Heaven, Earth, Sea, and Creatures 


in them ) into ſome better Light, than it has yet been view?d in; | 

The words of Rev:y. 2. arc theſe, And 1 ſaw 4 ſtrong Angel pro- 
claiming with a loud Voice, Who is worthy to open the Book,, and to 
loofe the Seals of it ? That by Angels in the Vition, are meant Xen 
ir the Completion,” thexe-nerds no; other proat than.the unanimous 
Conſent of all Interpreters: whatſoever, who thus expound the An- 


* See Reſol. of gels of the ſeven Churches, But I have more particularly * prov'd, 


three Queſtions, as:to the Prophecy 'we are now upon, that it concerns only things 
Pag- 15> 16 that were to come. to,pab on Earth; and; cauſequently this Angel 


: L7, AP 


muſt be {ome mortal Man. But it cannot be any Man of an ordinary 
Character 3 foraſmuch-as he is ſet forth to be a ſtrong Angel, and 
faid to have proclaim'd with a loxd Voice. The Subſtance of his 
Proclamation we have in theſe words, Who 55 worthy to open the Bok , 
and to looſe the Seals of it ? The Book is the fame which the La 
takes out of the Hand; of the Sitter on the Throne, Rev. v. 7. and 
opens,Rev, vi. 2, &c.' where alſo we have the Contents of each Seal 
egdownin order. By Opening its Scals,\'is meant Explaining it ; 
and, by being worthy-to- open them, is meant being able to do it; 
a5 it'is expounded in the very next- Verſe, vis, Rev.v.g. 

Let us ſee now'if we can-find, in all-the time from St. Fabn's re- 
ceiving- this Vifion downwards, any ſuch Perſon, being a- Man of 
extraordinary” Quality; to have made a publick and folemn Procla. 
mation in the hearing of thewhole World ( as-it were ) to the afore- 
faid/ purpoſe, and we may certainly perſwade. our {elves, that He 
is that very Perſon referr'd to-in the Prophecy. | 

One I know, that fully anſwers-every one. of theſe. Particulars. 
and T' believe the whole - Series of Hiſtory from. $t, Folx's time to 
ours, #fords no other Ioftance,. I mean King James of famous Me- 
mory, ' in his Preface to his Apology for the Oath of Allegiance, 

ag. 108. liz. 1, 2, &c. It _— —__ Ls Fry Was a 
Angel, as being Soveraign Monarch of three flouriſhing and 
wht Kingdoms And -it 6 Senikes that he fpake in that Preface 
with 'a very loud Poice;, for he inkribes it himtelf. expreſly, To alt 
Chriſtian Monarchs, Free Princes, and States, $o that he muſt needs 
have been heard far and near, -If therefore his Proclamation be. for 
Subſtance the very ſame with that im the Prophecy, what doubt can. 
remain, but that the Prophecy is to be- expounded of it and that 
its Author, the King, is that/ftrong Angel/there tpoken gf ?. - * 
We muſt know then, that this - good King, after having given 


his Conjettwres' Cas himſelf calls chem ) upon ſeveral Paſlages in the 


SEALED 


C 4-3 


SE ALED-BOOK, endeavouring to find the Antichriſt in then (ag 


may be ſeen in pag. 844 B85, 6,7, $. &c.) conchides that-diſ- 
courſe in theſe words (p. 108. lin«1.) My. only. Wiſh! ſhall be, That 
if any Man ſball bave a fancy torefute this my Conjettnre of the Ay- 
tichriſt, that he anſwer me orderly to every part of my Diſcourſe z, noe 
contenting him to diſprove my Opinion, except he ſet down ſome other 
Method after his Form, for Interpretation of that BOOK OF THE 
APOC ALTPS, which may not contraditt no part of the Text, noy 
contain no Abſurdities. Otherwiſe it is an eaſy thing fer Momus to 
pick quarrels in another Man's tale, and tell naw .  limpelf” ;; #t be- 
ing a more eaſy pratiice to find Faults, than to amend them, Theſe 
are the King's own words 3 ſo- plain and applicable- of themſelyes, 
that withont troabling the Reader with any Remarks upon them; I 
appeal to his \Judgment and Confcience, whether he do not think 
them to be the fame for! ſubliance-with the Proclamation in the Vie 
crore nn worthy to open the Book, and to loofe the. Seals 
thereof f 

Since therefore every Particular anſwers {o exactly to the Viſion, 
and the Caſe is ſo uncommion and extraogdinary, that nothing, like 
it can be produc'd from the beginning of the Woxld:to.. this Time, 
we muſt never hope to attain the ſenſe of any Prophecy,,if we can- 
not ſee a Truth ſo-manifeſt as this' is, vis. That in our Gracious So- 
veraign King fames the firſt, was fulfilled that which is forctold 
Rev. v. 2, of the firong Angel PRACLY with a toud Voicey 
Who is worthy ts open the Book, and to looſe. the Seals thereof ?. And 
though this Truth ( as many other things)' may: ſeem ſo firange at 
firſt, that we ſhall hardly truſt our-very ſenſes /ii atteſting it; yet (be- 
ing grounded on ſo certain Evidence) I make no. doubt but when a 
lictle thinking ſhall have rendred it familiar, we ſhall  cafily acknow- 


ledg it, I 
Taking therefore this fo unqueſtionable a Trath for our Key to the 
whole Prophecy, let us. try if we trate any. farther- into the 


Recefles of it by taking a general view of ſome of the molt res | 
markable Paſſages that precede, and ſome others that ſuccede this of 
the firong Angel proclaiming. 5, eta 

If we look backward; we find in the Verſe next before (viz, Rev. 
v. 1.) The Sitter on the [Throne repreſented with the ſealed Book in 
his Right Hand. - Can any thing be conceiv'd-a-maxe lively _—_ 
tural Reſemblance af 'THE DEFENDER OF THE FAIT! 
(the: pecaliat Title of obr Kings) than this > Whp knows-not- that 
the right: and ia both; the — and the Symbal, of mou 
4% 4 
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4 efful prote&ion ? And as for the Book, it is" manifefily a part of 

that 'Satred' Volume, wherein the whole Faith of a Chriltian-is 

eompreherided; © And it is withal, ſuch 4 part of it; as perhaps 110 

Kingiri the whole World has ever taken'in hand: to that purpoſe as 

the King'we ſpeak of did, -who"is as zealous in expounding, it, as” 
Wy Interpreter we ſhall - meet with, From hence therefote there a- 

rifeth another great aſſurance to us,. that the former part of Rev. v, 

is%a Prophecy relating to the Perſon of that 'excellent Monarch, 


Obj. Buthow'cornes the King to be repreſented as 'God, fitting 
in a Throne, Rev. v.'t. and in the very nextYerfe, only a5'a ſtrong 
Angel, 3. te. a Miniſter of God ? I an{wer ; Becauſe in DEFEND- | 
ING' the FAITH of that Book with his right Hand, he 'did- the "x0 
part of a King;''or earthly Godz but-in ſhewing himſelf fo- follici- 
tous for the inderſtanding; of it, he appeard* but like a Miniſter, or 
= Divine, or (it the phraſe of the Apocalyps)an Angel of the'Church.. 
| . *Pag.4. of the Tt is the King's own diſtin&tion ; * 7 thought it (lays he) not comely 

| Prefee ore for me being a King, to put my Name #0 Books conterning ſcholaſtic 

a Dsſpurations, whoſe Calling is to ſet' forth | Decrees' in the Impe- 
ratirve Mood,'&'c; Whence you ſee” how fitly- (even according-to 
the ſenſe of the King himſelf) he is ſet forth in' the firſt-Verle as 
God; in the tiext, but as an Angel. Tho even. in that,' his Cha- 
racer is obſery'd ina great meaſure, he: being repreſented, not as an 
ordinary Angel," but as' a ſtrong One, with a loud Yoice, In like 
manner, and for a like reaſon, - the ſame Perſon who: is call'd at 
Yerſ. 5.-a LION, is in'the very next exhibited as/ a LAMB, 

- Front hence Tſhalldeduce'this Corollary (which alſo *every Parti- 
cular hereafter to be diſcuſs'd) wilt -confirm ) That: by the Sirter on 
the Throne is meant” the” Kings of ENGLAND ; of elſe, how 
comes King Fames to be found upon it ? (For it is evident that he 
wrote [the Book afore-quoted, after he was come- to tlie ' Engliſh 
Throjie.) © 1 muſt defire it!/Mfo''to be obſerv*d,”-That 'in"Seripture- 
Prophecy, one King,” or Sitt#f%on-a Throne, is (et 'to ſignify a whole 
Succeſſion of them.  Whidh is ſo well known to: all the Candidates 
of Prophecy, that I muſt not waſte my time'in the prook of it," / © 
' Eet us therefore Took back to the Vely Chapter 3 where, from - 
whit has been faid;-atiy one would:expect-to find ſome” mention of | 
the great Atchievethents of 'the Glorious and/Renowned Queen E- | 
bzab«th, immediate Predeceſfor to- King \Jomes: > Accotflingly - we' | 
find the Sitter on- the Throne to be deſctib'd- there! (wwr{c4. ): as: 

looking likg & Taſpir and' 4 Sar dino Stowe 5 4i ci glittering: with, Jew-- 


c, 
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els, the peculiar Ornament of - Great Ladies, The Rainbow round 
about ber Throne, in ſight like an Emerald, is hex excellent Parlia- 
ment '(the beſt Jewel in her .Crown) by whoſe Concurrence the 
Church deſcrib'd-in the next Verſes, was-eftabliſh'd. For Waters in 
this Prophecy are expreſly (aid to-fignify People, Rev. xvii. 15. And 
therefore the Waters that are above the Earth (in which the Rain- 
bow is always painted) muſt ſignify People of the higheſt Quality 
of which our Parliaments conſili. - And it is further obſervable, that 
a great many Witneſſes of the Truth- ({uch as the Parliament we 
ſpeak of was) are remarkably call'd a Cloud, Heb. xii. 1. So that 

the Rain-bow here, may very well be expounded of the Parliamens 
in. the fwfſt of Queen Elizabeth, For that incomparable Princeſs, 
coming after the Deluge of Popery that her Siſter had brought upon 

the: Church, and like the Sun in the Firmament, dating her bright 
Beams of Goſpel-Light upon her Parliament, that. attended on -her 

fThrone 3. how could it more fitly be repreſented, than by a Rain- 
bow ? Which alſo is a happy- Omen, that our Church ſhould never 

more be drown'd in Popith Superſtitions, The 24 Elders. litting, on 
{o many Thrones (or Seats) and. crowned, axe the inferior Clergy, 
by whom the Reformation was begun, while the Biſhops (all of 
them almoſt). adhez?d to Popery. Thele Elders therefore now, as 
having obtain'd ſo ſignal a Victory, are repreſented with golden 
Crowns, and white Robes, the conſtant Emblems of Succeſs to the 
Evangelical Party. The Thunders, Lightnings, and Ydices from the: 
Throne, are the Laws then made for diſpoſſeſhing the Romaniſts. The 
fever Lamps of Fire, are a Type of. the Church, divided (according 
to the ſolemn * uſe of this Prophecy ) into ſeven Intervals : the * Thus the ſe- 
Lamps (anſwerable to the Candleſticks, Rev. i. 20.) denoting, the **" Seals of the 
Church, -confider'd as feven.Churches with reſpe& to the faid Inter- HR ps 

vals; aud the Fires in the Lamps reſembling the 4.Spirits, Angels, zz: one conti-- 

nued Seal ( or 

Myſtery )) rwaning through the whole Book, And this Stal is caHtd feeen Seals, only in reſpect of the- 
Diviſion of the Rook into ſeven Parts, "For if the Spirit bad bees plezy'd to confider the Book without 

rſpett to any divifion, be would have mention'd but one Seal, And again, if he had pleas'd to divide 
the Boob into ſtun times ſouern Parts, be would brute made ſo many Seals, The like may b! widerſtoad 
of the ſeven Lamps bere,. and the ſeven Horns of the. Lainb,. Chap, V..6. denoting the Chivch, con-- 


fidn'd as divided into ſeven Intervals ; and of the. ſrom Lights in the Lamps here, and the ſtoen" Eyes - 


| ſe 

the Lamb there, devoting the ſeven Spirits of God, ( that is, Angrls, or Miniſters of bs Church ;) ' 
or the Holy wor 4 that influences and nfpires them. | For one Syivit,*or Angit"vf -a Church, ſenifes 

whole S4cceſſiv of Its P aftors during any one Interval, © Axd"again,'one Haly Ghoft is 7-114 ſtoen, 


Syirits;; with-reptts to the ſrum Inttruals of the Churel-that be preſides in. . ' 
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phecy, are meat p,.ve ( for fo the Sea almolt always fignifies in this Prophecy ) 
r this Sea is aid to be of Glaſs kke Cryſtal, to denote at once their 


mighty;*which this Doxology, Holy, holy, holy, &c. in general terms, of - the Honour 
was, 3 and is, that is given by F 66 9 the blefſed Trinity. But I defire it 


*and is to re” - 
come, may be confider'd, that no account can be given in this way, of the 


Addition of thoſe words, which was, and 1s, and is to come, This 
Paſſage whoever rightly weighs, will caſily conclude with me, that 
FT meirre, (fioce it is no where found in Scripture, but only in the Revelation ) 
« 3j it had be {+5 11 here with particular reſpect to that celebrated Form of Glory 


4 


ne centen be. to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt ;, as it was m 


ſttive Article is the beginning, ts now, and ever ſhall be. The Church and conſtant” 


expmorded Job, Liturgy beiug thus eſtabliſh*d, they all joyn in folemn Thankſgiving 
Xl $15-52-' | ( pre{crib'd by the living Creatures, or Bithops ) for ſo great a Bleſſing, 
_ EF. ver. g, TO, 11. in theſe words, Thon art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
8. i Theſl v. Glory, and Honour, and Power 1, for thou haft created all [+ theſe ] 
27. 2 Thel. , things, and for thy Pleaſure they are, arid were created. They who 
x1. &1ii. 14- think the Creation of the Wotld, go00. Years before (and for which 
CEE » 14- the whole Church hath ever ſince given Glory . and Praiſe to the great 
—anjpar _OR gc: ) 8 here the thing the C org went for, we ar 
Heb. v. 4+ iltyof a very great Impertinence, for no ſuch thmg is once hint 
T9 ul. 26, me. whole Relation, This therefore is Thankſgiving for a New 
Sly... IxV-17, Creation, 4s the || Scripture is wont to call ity that is, a Reſtitution, or 
Wo. Wert, Wo Reformation: And. yet. not that Reformation neither, which: was 
| $25. :cor.v. made in the World by the firſt preaching; of the Golpelz- which mag. 
| - 9. Gal. vi.15. bg gathered from the yery Title in ver, 1, where theſe things pe _ 
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call'd Tg that muſt be hereafter : So that it cannot poſſibly be 
the Church that was eſtabliſh'd in St. —_— time ; but muſt be 
that which was reforwd ( according to the Primitive Patern ) after- 
wards. Thanks therefore is here given to God for bringing, in the 
Reformation by Queen Elizabeth. Which Expoſition is exaRtly an- 
{werable to that which. has been given at firſt of Rev. v. 1, 2. where 
it appear'd that the Szrer on the Throne, and the ſtrong Angel pro- 
claiming, was King James the Firſt, For if that be granted ( as it 
needs mult be ) who can his Predeceflor be, that eſtabliſh'd the Re- 
formation, but Queen Elizabeth ? And thus much of Things be- 
fore, | 
Let us now ſee what follows upon the Angel's proclaiming. The 
next Verſes tell us, that No Man was found ( viz. in K. James's ; 
Reign) able to open the Book,, to the great grief of the People of ,-,--. 
ſollicitous of theſe Myſteries, whoſe Perſon in this * St. Fobr or : 1 het 
, k phets 
himſelf ſuſtains, ver. 4. Adtions to rthrte 
| ſent the Peoples, 
For which ſer the whole fourth Chapter of Ezekiel, 4! Chap. xxiv. from ver. 15, to the end, 4nd 
many other places of that Prapheey, Alſa Iſa. xx. 2, 3, &c. xxii. 4. Jer, iv. 19, 31, 


At length, to wit, Anno 1632, appears Mr. Mede, being one of 
the Elders of this Church, with an admirable Explication of the 
Book. And he is the firſt that ever hit upon the way of it. Which, 
3 it is eaſily defended, and is actually done by Dr. #7. fore in a little 
Treatiſe he calls Appendicnla Apocalyptica; fo is it openly confeſs'd | 
by f Mr. Jariens, A learned —_ of w PE kG _—_ in theſe + Ropes i 
words 3 Joſeph Meat, in inion, is the firſt that underſtood any Tm ip« 
thing of x4 Fled Book. yo fr it is evident that Mr. — has Et dy 6 
the Name of expounding the ſealed Book, from all Interpreters ap. 8. 
whatſoever : there being no Man that has expounded any one Seal | 
to purpoſe, but he is a profeſſed Follower ( that I may not fay, Ad- , 
mirer ) of Mi. Mede. Inſomuch that even thoſe Judicious and , 
Leaxned Divines ( for in this Stile their Title-page ſpeaks them ) | 
the Continuators of Mr. Pool's Work, tho they ſhew themſelves very 
loth to follow him ( as being perhaps of a different Commnnion ) 
yet arc they forc'd to do it, almoſt all along, with frequent Elogies of 
his Fame and Learning. And where they venture to diffent from 
him, they are very unhappy ; of which this Paper will admic of but 
one Inflance, which js this. Mr. 2dede expounds the firſt Seal 
(containing a Viſton of. a White Horſe, whole Rider went forth. > 

| conquering 


__— 
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ronquering and to conquer.) of the wonderful ſucceſs of -the Preachers 


of the.Goſpel..- This the Divines think to mend, by expounding it _ 


of the Victories of the Roman Heathen Emperors. But they confi 

der not, that Whiteneſs, tho it be uſed in the Revelation twenty times 

( if I have rightly computed them ). yet it is never applicd but only 

to the Saints. Belides, particularly as to Horſes of a white Colout, 

; (a Type, which tho perhaps tranſlated from the Romans ( as fome 
* $o Liv. v, Others are obſerv'd to be) whoſe * Triumphs us'd to be perform'd 

28. 1, trium- with white Horſes : yet in this Prophecy they are ſo appropriated to 
phantem alv1 the ſucceſſes of the Goſpel, - that ). let any Man read but Kev. xix. 11, 
CORN 5 14+ and he will be afraid to interpret them to any other purpoſe than 
Ovid. de Be Mr. Mede has done. For it is a very dangerous thing to'give away 
ro 11. 8. 49. the peculiar Badg and Livery of the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt to 'Pa- 
Clardian. de pans, tho Emperors. - For indeed, the Colour of the Roman Con- 
bello Grtico, querors was not White, but Red ( that is, bloody ) and expreſly {6 


ps call'd, Rev. xii. 3. as the Divines aforeſaid own upon the place, But 


| - And Apultins if any Conguelts were of a deep Crimſon, they were the Victories - 


in his Apologia, they atchieved over the Saints 3 of which yet the Divines do' not 
Peram 8 Ba- bJuth to expound the White Horſe and his Rider, as. the more proba- 
"toni ble Opinion. , Laſtly, it ought alſo. to be conſider?d, that the Rider 
0? lcur & in-.the firſt Seal- went forth CONQUERING AND-'TO CON- 
eriumphanti- QUVER 5 which is no Tautology (tho the*Divines are"pleas'd"t0 
bus quadrigas oyer-look it ) nor is the like Expreflion us'd ( that I remember } 
albas, &c, any other where. But it is very appoſite to expreſs the going forth 
of Jeſs Chriſt in his bleſſed Apoſtles, to eſtabliſh ſuch a Kingdom, 
as ſhould never be deftroy*d, but ſhould ſabdue + all other King- 
doms to it ielf for ever. Whereas if we apply 'it to the Roman 
Emperors, it is both frivolons and falſe; The former, becauſe the 
Congueſts of Rome were in a manner finiſhed before the Times there 
referr?d to. It was Seneftus Imperrss, the old-Age of the Empire, as 
1 Prozm, ad || Florms calls it. And the latter, becauſe Rowe never could be (aid 
ib. t. to go forth CONSUVERING AND TO CON QUER- (unleſs 
we will make the Repetition to {ignify jultnothing) but rather, con- 
quering for a_white, that afterwards ſhe might tumble down, and 
break in pieces with her own weight. 

Thus much 1 thought good to fay upon ts occaſion in Vindica- 
tion of Mr. Mede, that it might not appearfirange, if we fix upon 
him for the E/der predicted in Rev, v.'5. that gave the firſt notice to 
the Church, of Chriſt's having prevail 'd te-expound the ſealed Book 3 
for Chriſt was pleas'd «to uſe him as his Infirument in expounding” Ky 

ik And 


| Pan, Vile 27% 
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And this Expoſition -was fet forth * Amro 1632, that is, in the * So the Author 


Reign of King Charles the Firſt, of blefſled Memory 3 which is ſig- 9/if dates bis 
nified by that Elder's being here made to give Chriſt the Title of 3/7 
the. Lion of the Tribe of Juda, the Root of David : For Chriſt is : 

Jet forth according as he appears in his Church ; fometimes as a 

Great + Conqueror, otherwhiles in great || Diſtreſs, Now in King f Rev. xvii.r g; 
Charles the Firſt, Chriſt appear'd as the Lion of the Tribe of Juda, Rev-xviace, 
the Root of David. For by the Tribe of Jada (1o famous in the 

* Scripture for their Loyalty, and conſtant adhering to David and * See 2 Sam.ii. 
his Houſe, when the reſt of the Tribes rejected him ) are fignified 457,8,9,10,0. 
the Loyal Party in King Charles his time, that ferv'd him faithfully, *:;..19» 13» 
and followed his Fortunes, Theſe own'd him, when the reft made 0» 


it theix conſtant buline(s to oppoſe him 3 and at laſt depriv'd him, not pe 1 


of his Kingdom only, but his Life. Well therefore is he likened xii. 15, 17,18, 


to the Lion of the Tribe of Jada. Sp I9, 20» 
And he is call'd the Root of David, as being (when Mr. Mede 

put forth his Expoſition) the Father of that afterwards ſo Glorious 

Monarch K. Charles the Second 3 who carried in his Life and Reign 


10 intimate a Reſemblance to the Patriatch David. For whith it may | i 


ſuffice to refer the Reader to the Service of the Church, fet-forth 

upon Occaſion of his Majeſty's moſt happy Reftauration 3 for 

there the Parallel is conſpicuous. Only one thing may yet further be 
obſerved 3 that, as + David, ſo K. Charles II. alſo, brought in again + 2 $am.viit%; 
the rk of the Lord, and ſet it in its place. Which is a thing fo | 
remarkable, that it might juſtly prejudice the whole Hypotheſis I 

here proceed upon, if after the faid Year 1632, (whereincame forth 

Mr. ede*s Expoſition) there be no notice taken of the various for- 

tunes of the Church of England, which happened to her, to the a- 

mazement of the World, within the {pace ot eight and twenty Years 
extfollowing. For any one will be apt to think, that the ſubverting 

of. the Church, and killing of the King for ſtanding by it, and uſurp- 

ing his Son's throne for twelve Years time, on the one fide; and 

theng the wonderful Work . of God in reſtoring both King and 

Church in the. Year 1660, on the other ſide, are things as worthy 

to be made the ſubje& of this Prophecy, as any thing hat has, or 

can be faid-of any of the former Princes. Let us therefore ſee what 
follows in the Prophecy.. + | ve * 

..; Verſ. 6. Kori $9Þv; % ids, Aud I lookgd, and le, (a Preface, which 


Is never .us'dito any ordinary. matter) -4z2-the midfh of the Throne, and 
of #be, four {ac and. int Hue of the Elders, 4 Zawb faxing 
NE x } - 


© * © w 
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& if it had bin ſlain, (i.e. a Lamb revived after having been ſlain) 

ES having ftven horns, and. ſeven Eyes ;, which are the ſeven Spirits of 

* $0 juſt t- God ſent forth ( T% ormegohuevae, which * had been ſent forth 

_ — tho now returned.) into all the Earth, That by this: Lamb is meant 
Hl ta ;; thy the Church, appears not only by his Homs (which conſtantly in 
Lab which Daniel, and in this Prophecy, ſignify Kingdoms ; and, we know, 
had becn ſlain, the Kingdom 'of the Lamb is his Church ;z ) and by his Eyes, which 
= nOW 7*- re expoinded the Spirits, Angels, or Miniſters of God, that had 
+ They ave the been 4 ſent forth into all the Earth, or expos'd (as we lay) to the 
ſame Spirits, wide World (during. the King's exile,) but were now reftor'd to 
Ci. e. Minifters their rights again : butalſo from an unqueſtionable place in Rev. xvii. 
o = oy 1, 14+ where it is faid of Antichrilt, and his Complices, that they 
_— Foy ſhould make War with the Lamb, and the Lamb ſhould overcome 
by s Eliz. ) them ; for be is Lord of Lords, and King of Kings, &c. Now it 
that ave ſpob#? is evident, that Antichrilt neither did, nor could make War againſt 
of here, and i the Perſon of Chriſt, but only againlt his Church 5 whence it unde- 
th So ſa niably follows, that by the Lamb is meant the Church of Chriſt ; 
ts beve bees | Of rather, Chriſt victorious in his 'Church 3 for it could not elſe be 


ſent forth, or faid of the Lamb, that he is Lord of Lords, and King of Kings. 


driven from their 
Reſpdencies, in the Seftarian Perſecution 3 which had ntver happen'd beforeÞto the Church by ber efteblifÞ'd. 
And note, that as the Lamb ſignifies Chriſt, or bis Churghy. Jo the ſeuen Spirits ſigniſy. the Holy, Gboſt , 


gr bis Miniſters, iudifferently as the Senſe requires. | 


Let us therefore, in the Verſe we are upon, underſtand by the Zamb 
ſlain, Chrift in the Church of England, natwally flain in the Perfon 
of his Repreſentative, King Charles I, and pohtically flain in the 
King his Son, and in the Church, which ran the fame-fate” with 
them; and then, by the Lamb looking as if ir had been ſlain ( that is, 
revived after Slaughter ) and ſtanding in the midft of the” Throne, &c. 
muſt needs be ſignified the Reftauration of the King :and Church, 
who came, and took, the Book, ont of the right Hand of him that 
fat upon the Throne, ver. 7. that is, he came and took the Regal 
Power (to which it peculiarly belongs to- DEFEND) 1he'F MIT. W-4 
'of that Book) 'ont of 'the Hand of him, or them, who it that titric 
were in Poſſeſſion of it.. _ 

And it evidently appears yet further; that this Tamb- cannot be 
Chriſt in Perſon, taking any Book out of the Father's right Hand 3 
. _ 'St. Tolls j— ww _ rk woe till-now: *-*2,” Be- 
*apſe"it 'is expreſly- Ad; That the *E ALE, and" took the Bout"; 
Whiieas: it Nha bren'wWll the, hiTr the Sitters Finke Fl 
. OIC9 
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before, it could not have been faid, that he CAME and took 
the Book out of it. 3. Becauſe upon the Lamb's taking the 
Pook, the Elders (who are certainly Mortals upon Earth ; the 
word never having been us'd to expreſs any other ) ſung a. new 
Song, ver. 8, 9, which ſhews, that they ſaw the doing of it; and 
conſequently, that it was done on Earth ; and theretore not by 
Chriſt in Perſon. All which I here offer, belides cight Arguments 
m my Reſolution, &c, to prove the Throne to be an Earthly 
Throne. It remains therefore that all theſe things were ſuffer%d 
and done by Chrift in King Charles the Firſt and Second, and in 
the Church in' their times; fince every thing agrees thereto {© 
exactly, and is not applicable to any other King and Church in the 
whole World. | 

T have here given only a taſte of my intended Expoſition 3 but 
{ach a one as is {uthcient to convince any Man, that is not hardned 
againſt . Conviction, For he that can think ſo many wonderful 
things to have: happen'd by charice 3 and in ſuch order too, as to 
favour my Hypothetis, but not at all reſpected by the Spirit in 
the Prophecy, 1s in a very hopeful way of oving the World it 
ſelf to have been made by a fortuitous concourſe of Atoms, and 
that it is not rather the Contrivance of an Infinite Wiſdom, and 
the Workmanſhip of ah Almighty Hand. Altho'( to note this 
alſo by the by ) the Hypotheſis I have here laid down, leads me 
not only through the Chapters now before us ;, ( as ſhall be ſeen 
hereafter, if God will ) but as eaſily, and as certainly, Ny the 
whole Book of the Apocalyps. In fine, I crave no favour for this 
Notion : if it be falſe, let it not want the Cenſure. it deſerves 3 but 
if true (as I am certainly perſwaded, and as he will find, that 
gives himſelf the trouble to conſider it : ) it muſt needs be joyful 
News both to the Church of ENG LAND, and to all others 
that ſhe holds Communion with, | 

For, in a word, the Church and Kingdom deſcrib'd in the 
fourth atid fifth Chapters of the Revelation, ( ſince it is certain that 


they are a Body, or Society of Believers Militant in this * World, * See the Rz: 
and not Triumphant in the other) muſt needs be that Church (or ra- /"!- of three 
ther, State of the Church ) which was to ſucceed the fourth Mo- Xt 


narchy, and is commonly known by the Name of the Fifth : 
Becauſe the SR viſible Head of it, is likened to God, not 
at large, or w 


Majeſty, and the like 3 but with F Xenia relation to his F ae” LO» Yo Ie 
2 or 


-- 


th reſpe& only to his Power, Goodneſs, Wildom, + rey, iv; 5; 


* Rev. o 6, 'b 
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for ever and ever. And fo likewiſe, when the King and'Church 


reſtor'd, are ſet forth by that glorious Type of «givov @&s eopuy- 
wiro!, a * Lamb | looking ] « if be. had been ſlain, and were 
reviv?d again, and exalted to the right Hand of the Throne of 


- the Majeſty on high 3 the very ſame thing is intimated, to wit, 


that the Kingdom and Church ſignified by the revived Lamb, 
ſhonld never die, Death ſhould no more have Dominion over them : 
like as. it 15 noted of the true Lamb after his Reſurretion, Rom. 
vi. 9. For this Reaſon, I fay, the Kingdom of the fourth and 
fifth Chapters of the Revelation, muſt needs be the fifth Monar- 
chy, becauſe the King thereof is likened to God and the Lamb, 
with particular reſpect to their /iving for ever and ever. For 
as every King reſembles God in his Power 3 ſo none reſembles God 
in his Tr«th, but a Lover and Defender of the:Truth 3 none in 
his Mercy and Goodneſs, but a Mercitul and Good King 3 none in 
his Immortality, but a King, or ( which is-all one. in Prophecy ). 
a Succeſſion of Kings, that ſhall never baye anend. 

Now there never was. nor . ever will be any ſuch. Succeſſion, 
but only that of the fifth Monarchy. And this is calld a Xing- 
dom which ſhall never be deſtroyed ; neither ſball it be left to other 
People, but it ſhall break. in pieces and conſume all the other K ing- 
doms, and it ſhall tand for ever, Dan. il, 44 The like is -faid. 
Dan. vii. 27. And the Kingdom and Dominion, and the ny 
of the Kin dom- under the whole Heaven, ſnall be given, to the. 
People of the Saints of the Moſt High, whoſe Kingdom is an: 
Everlaſting Kingdom, and all Domjnions (ball ſerve. and obey 

im, | 

If it be faid, That the-Kingdom of. England was; deſixgy'd by 
the Rebellious Parliament in Forty Eight; I anſwer, Bring, 
dom is not faid in Scripture | to be deſtroy?d, unleſs. it be (ciz'd. 
by another People. And this is abundantly evident in the Ro- 
man Kingdom ; which running through ſo many Changes of 
Kings, Conſuls, Decemvirs, Tribunes, Dictators, Emperors -and- 
Popes, is. yet reckoned .but as one-and the ſame Kingdom, as will 
not be denied by any Man. 

The Church indeed is not like a Kingdoms in-this reſpe&; for 
even Engliſh-Men, if of a different Communion may deltroy the. 
Church of Ergland.. . For in ſpiritual things there is as much dif-. 
ference, and more, between. an Orthodox Engliſh-man, and an 


Engliſh-man that: is. an Hexetick or .a Schilmatick 3 as thete is in. 


Civil 


— 


- 


Civil Matters, between a Native of” England, and of another Coun: 
. And as no-Man would fay, that the Church of England 
was deſtroy'd, when only ſome Members of that Church are re« 


mov'd, and others of the ſame Communion , pat in their 
( which yet L pray God may never be, ). fo the Scriptures 
reckon a Kingdom to be deſtroy'd,'no, not althg the very. 
Government be ſubyerted (the Caſe of Kingdoms bein 
tender in. this Point, 'as that of Churches, whoſe Goy 


of 


got ſo 
ernment 


as being of Divine Appointment) while 
it continuces in the hands of the ſame People. And therefore. the 
Perpetuity-of the fiſth Monarchy. is remarkably. deſcrib'd Sn; the 

Tt.ſhall not be left to other, 


that was to. die, 
then Head of it: 
( together with the Church ) reſtor'd again in 
1660, is 'compar'd to the, Lamb ſlain, and rifen again, and ex- 
alted to the right Hand of God> Rev7v- 6, 7. there ſeems to be 
no fear, that the Church of England ſhould ever be deſtroy'd-ano- 
mlſelf ( who 
raiſed from 


the Dead he dieth no more, Death hath no more Dominioz over 


ſeems to be unalterable, 


words, amongſt others afore-quoted, that 
People, as all the other Monarchies were to 
And then, as for the Church of  Enplan, 
together with the Perſon of the King that wa 
yet {ince the Kin 


w_ 


ther time, fince it is ſo remarkably ſaid of Chr 
in this is made a Figure of his Church ) that: 


If it be ſaid, That the Church of England is too ſmall and in- 
-—conſiderable for the Accompliſhment of the things ſpoken of the 
fifth Monarchy ; I anſwer, the fifth Monarchy is compar'd bat to: 

a Stone cut out of a Mountain, Dan. ii. 34» 45. and ſuch is the 
Church of England to the Mountain of the Church 
it of which it was cut, and that, without Hands too: 
So that if the Church of England in the beginning of its Refor- 
mation, had been-vaſt and mighty in Extent and Numbers, it could 
not poſſibly have been the fifth Monarchy : but being but a Stone 
to a Mountain, it may very well be it, which ſhall become it {elf in 
time & great Mountain, and ſhall fill the whole Earth, Dan..il. 35. 
The like is foretold of this State of the Church, 1ſa. lx. 22. 4 
little one ſhall become a thouſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong Nation - 
F the Lord will haſten i in its time. Since therefore there is no 
queſtion but the fifth Monarchy was to begin- in. a {mall People ;. 
and as little, that God can bring his Purpoſes to paſs whenever he 
pleaſes: the Littleneſs, the Smallne(s, the Incontiderableneſs of 


— 
F 


the 
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the Church of Fagland, can be no juſt Prejudice againſt its be. 
ao the fifth Monarchy, but is rather an Argument to evince it. 
"Srcqonrh of this, and perhaps too much : For what will it all 

ify 2 F cannot believe it,-fays one ; it is impoſlible, ſays ano- 
«ther. To theſe I fay, I cannot help their not believing it; and 
we kijow, with God nothing ſhall be impoſſible. But if any one of 
then 'ivlll-give himſelf the trouble of a diligent and ſerious ſearch 
into the Bulineſs3 to ſuch a one 1 dare aver, that he will find it 
2 far more caſy and compendious way to disbelieve, than to dil 
prove it. yow the God and Father of Lzghts, fo illuminate all 
our Minds, fanRify all our Hearts with his holy Spirit, that 
both the erroneous may comeover to the Communion of this ex- 
cellent Church, the wavering may be eſtabliſh'd.in it, and the 
fiedfalt may walk worthy of it. Amen, 


SOLI TRIUNI GLORIA. 


